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Recap of the Previous Story
Welcome the children and ask them to sit in a circle.
Briefly recap the main point of the previous story:
“Last time we learned that God’s love is a gift and,
like all gifts, it is free. We also memorized a verse
about that gift.”

3 min.
Ask them to recite together the verse they learned
at home about the story. “Ephesians 2:8 – 9 — ‘For it
is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and
this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God — not
by works, so that no one can boast.’ ”
To lead into the theme of today’s story, say: “In
some ways we are all the same. From the verse we
recited, what is one way in which we are all the same?
Correct, we can only be saved by grace. We are also
all the same in that we all sin.”

Activity Introducing the Story
Aim: To expend energy and show that people are
different.
Materials: A stopwatch or some other way to time
the activity.
1. Join the children in the circle. Say: “But there are
some ways in which we are all different. For example,
we all are different heights. Let’s play a game. Starting
with me and going around the circle, I want us to get
in order of height from the tallest to the shortest. I am
going to time how long it takes us to get in order of
height. Ready? Go!”
2. Call out helpful instructions so this does not take
too long, and announce the time at the end.
3. Say: “Let’s try and beat that time. We’re going to
get in order again, starting with me, but this time we
are going to do it in order of age. You are going to
have to quickly tell each other your ages so you can
do this. You will need to say not just how old you are
in years, but also in months so we can get the correct
order. Who knows their age in years and months?”
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10 min.
4. Ask a few children to say their ages, so others get
the idea. Then say: “Let’s get in order of age. Ready?
Go!”
5. Call out helpful instructions so this does not take
too long, and announce the time at the end.
6. If you have extra time, you can play more rounds
of this game using other attributes.
7. At the end of the allocated time, say: “We are all
different heights and different ages, so it took some
time to get us in order. There are many ways in which
we are different. But as we said earlier, there are also
many ways in which we are all the same. We all sin.
We can only be saved by grace. In today’s story we
meet a man who learned all about that.”
For larger groups: You may want to divide the group
into smaller circles, each with a teacher so this
activity does not take too long.
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Story Time

Sit with the children in the circle and announce the title of the story. Read aloud pages
264 – 271 from The Jesus Storybook Bible or listen to CD3 track 5.

Notes for Teachers on the Text
What is righteousness and how do we acquire it? In
Romans 3:21 – 24 we read: “But now apart from the
law the righteousness of God has been made known,
to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righ
teousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to
all who believe. There is no difference between Jew
and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace
through the redemption that came by Christ J esus.”
The word “righteous” refers to a legal condition,
namely, to have no liabilities or claims against you.
To be “right with God” means to be in a condition
of complete obedience, to have no liabilities before
God because you’ve fulfilled all your obligations
to him. So righteousness is a legal standing that is
the result of perfect behavior. This legal standing is
received, not earned; it is “apart from the law” and it
is “freely by his grace.” In other words, the “perfect
behavior” that results in this legal standing is not our
perfect behavior, but that of someone else.
Note that the word “righteousness” and the word
“justify” are the same word — dikaiosune. To be
“just” or “justified” is the same as receiving God’s
righteousness. To be justified is to have a record of
merit; it is the opposite of “guilty,” which is to have
a record of wrongdoing.
Therefore, to receive righ
teous
n ess is to be
declared righteous, to be treated or to be seen
as perfectly righteous by God. It is received, not
earned. It is not ours as the result of our conformity
to any laws or moral code. It is not the result of our
working ourselves into any condition of surrender
or humility or repentance. Nor does it come
because of any merit in us at all. Instead, it is by
faith in Jesus Christ. Note that Paul says it is not
faith in general or faith in God in general, but faith
“in Jesus Christ” that results in righteousness. It is
by faith in Christ’s work on the cross.
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7 min.

It is possible to think of faith as a kind of “work,”
a calling up of some psychological state of feeling
toward God. But Paul makes it clear that we receive
this righteousness “freely.” It is interesting to notice
that this word is also used when Jesus says, “They
hated me without reason” (John 15:25). The word
“freely” means “without reason — wholly and totally
unwarranted.” We receive righteousness and it is
wholly unwarranted. It is the work of Christ that
warrants our salvation, and faith is merely the way
we receive it. Faith is only the instrument by which
we receive our salvation, not the cause of our
salvation.
Paul says categorically that anyone can receive this
righteousness. It is “to all who believe — there is no
difference.” It is regardless of how bad our record
is. So even a man like Zacchaeus can receive this
righteousness.
Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones wrote in his commentary
Romans: “We can put it this way: the man who has
faith is the man who is no longer looking at himself,
and no longer looking to himself. He no longer looks
at anything he once was. He does not look at what
he is now. He does not look at what he hopes to be
as the result of his own efforts. He looks entirely to
the Lord Jesus Christ and His finished work, and
he rests on that alone. He has ceased to say, ‘Ah
yes, I have committed terrible sins but I have done
this and that . . .’ Faith speaks in an entirely different
manner and makes a man say, ‘Yes, I have sinned
grievously . . . yet I know that I am a child of God
because I am not resting on any righteousness of
my own; my righteousness is in Jesus Christ, and
God has put that to my account.’ ”
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Understanding the Story

15 min.

Aim: To understand more about grace.
Materials: A microphone (this can be made out of paper, though if you can get a real
microphone children enjoy using it); crayons; copies of the handout (the last page of
this document).
1. At the end of the story, say: “Jesus knew all about Zacchaeus’ sin, but he still loved
him. In response to this love from Jesus, Zacchaeus wants to stop stealing; he wants
to change. We are going to retell this story from Zacchaeus’ point of view. So everyone
pretend to be Zacchaeus and pass the microphone around the circle. When you have the
microphone, tell just one short part of what happened to Zacchaeus and then pass the
microphone to the next person. I’ll start.”
2. Hold the microphone and say: “Hello, my name is Zacchaeus, and I don’t have any
. . .” Do not finish the sentence, but hand the microphone to a child in the circle and ask
them to continue.
3. Prompt as needed to make sure the entire story is told; e.g., “Yes, that did happen but
something happened before that . . . ,” etc. If a child is struggling, whisper a hint or ask
one of the questions below to help. (If the children are really struggling, you may simply
want to use the questions below, asking them to pass the microphone to the next child
when they have answered their question as Zacchaeus.)
4. As the microphone passes around, ask suitable questions to help the children think
about and remember the story, e.g.:
What was your job, Zacchaeus?
Why do you have no friends?
What did people do when they saw you coming?
Why was a huge crowd gathered?
Why couldn’t you see over the crowd?
What did you do so you could see J
 esus?
When Jesus saw you in the tree, what did he say to you?
How did you feel when J
 esus said he wanted to go to your house?
How did the people feel when J
 esus said he wanted to go to your house?
Did Jesus know what you were like and what you had done?
Did Jesus love you?
What did you tell J
 esus you were going to do?
Why did you want to stop stealing?
5. To end the story, take the microphone and say: “I, Zacchaeus, now had a friend for
the first time — Jesus. Jesus loved me when no one else did. I now know what God’s
love is like. His wonderful, Never Stopping, Never Giving Up, Unbreaking, Always and
Forever Love. The End!”
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6. Give each child a copy of the handout and a crayon. Say: “On your paper there is
a picture of Zacchaeus in the tree and there are two sentences. One sentence tells the
order of events correctly. The other does not. Let me read them out loud to you. Circle
the sentence that tells the correct order of events and cross out the sentence that tells the
wrong order of events.”
7. Read aloud both sentences and repeat the instructions. Say: “Raise your hand if you
circled the second sentence. Good, hands down; that is the correct answer.”
8. Say: “The order is important. Jesus does not say to Zacchaeus: ‘If you stop stealing,
then I will stay with you.’ It is the opposite. J
 esus says to Zacchaeus: ‘I will stay with
you’ and then Zacchaeus says he will stop stealing. J
 esus says: ‘Even though I know all
about your sin, I want to be with you.’ In response to this love from Jesus, Zacchaeus
wants to stop stealing. Zacchaeus wants to change because he knows Jesus loves him.
It is not because Zacchaeus changed that Jesus now loves him.”
9. Say: “Remember what Jesus’ love is like — it is a wonderful, Never Stopping, Never
Giving Up, Unbreaking, Always and Forever Love. Let’s say those words together.
God’s love is a wonderful, Never Stopping, Never Giving Up, Unbreaking, Always and
Forever Love.”
For larger groups: You may want to divide the group into smaller circles, each with a
teacher and a microphone. Each teacher can then help their circle retell the story.
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Drawing the Story to a Close

Say: “Jesus’ love — his wonderful, Never Stopping,
Never Giving Up, Unbreaking, Always and Forever
Love — is a gift and, like all gifts, it is free.”

1 min.

Say: “Jesus knows all about us — all about our sin,
but he loves us anyway. And because we know this,
we will want to stop sinning — just like Zacchaeus.”

J esus in the Story
Ask: “What did we discover about Jesus from today’s
story?”

Praying about the Story

Pray aloud, thanking God that his love is a gift and
asking that this great love would change us, just like
it did Zacchaeus.

2 min.
Get a few children to share their answers aloud,
commenting appropriately; then ask everyone to
write an answer in the space on their handout.

5 min.

Ask the children to thank God that even though he
knows all about our sin, he loves us with a wonderful,
Never Stopping, Never Giving Up, Unbreaking,
Always and Forever Love.

A Verse from the Story to Learn at Home

Introduce the verse: “The verse we recited at the
start is all about how God’s love is a gift. Remember,
the word ‘grace’ is another word for gift.”

2 min.

Read the verse out loud together as a group.

Remind the children to give the handout to their
parents and to memorize the verse for next time.

Announce the verse: “So, your verse to practice at
home is Ephesians 2:8 – 9 — ‘For it is by grace you
have been saved, through faith — and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God — not by works, so
that no one can boast.’ ”
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The man who didn’t have any friends (none) (The story of Zacchaeus, from Luke 19)

Zacchaeus says he is going to stop stealing,
THEN J esus goes to Zacchaeus’ house.

J esus goes to Zacchaeus’ house,
THEN Zacchaeus says he is going to stop stealing.

J esus in the Story
What did you discover about
Jesus from this story?

Jesus

A Verse from the Story to Learn at Home
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this is not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God — not by works, so that no one
can boast. (Ephesians 2:8 – 9)
2 Corinthians

Galatians

Ephesians

Philippians

Colossians

Notes for parents: From the story we learned about Jesus’ love for Zacchaeus. We also learned that Jesus’ love
changes us. Zacchaeus wanted to stop sinning because of Jesus’ love for him.
Please help your child to memorize the verse and the Scripture reference for next time. Please review with them the
place of the book of Ephesians, using the diagram above.
www.jesusstorybookbible.com

